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For quite some time, the artwork 
of architect and artist Natascha 
Küderli has reflected her interest 
in cities, their body, soul and spirit. 
Reaching back as far as her ar-
chitectural studies in Amsterdam 
(1997-1999) at the Berlage Institu-
te (Center for Advanced Studies in 
Architecture and Urban Design), 
Natascha Küderli has been inves-
tigating the soul of architecture. 
The topic has stayed with her ever 
since. She is currently writing a 
book „The Soul of a City“.
 
In her photo-collages, Natascha 
Küderli has developed her own 
very unique concept, to empha-
sise form, light, space and struc-
ture, enabling her to set analog 
photography in motion. This tech-
nique enables her to tell stories 
using the medium of the „collage“. 

Her feature „BERLIN - Layers Of 
Movement“, released 2017, won 
Küderli recognition and four inter-
national awards. 

www.nataschakuederli.com 

In July of 2017, Natascha Küderli 
entered her project „Munich - Soul of 
a City“ in Munich‘s first crowdfunding 
competition hosted by the platform  
stadt.raum.kunst. The contest 
was initiated by whiteBOX Kultur 
gGmbH in Munich‘s Werksviertel 
(a new district for home, work and 
leisure) in collaboration with Kom-
petenzteam Kultur- und Kreativ-
wirtschaft der Landeshauptstadt 
München (Munich‘s cultural and 
creative team of industry experts) 
and Startnext crowdfunding. 

Natascha Küderli was met with 
success: The artist‘s project „Mu-
nich - Soul of a City“ was awarded 
a campaign prize. 
With the sum achieved by the end 
of the competition in November 
2017, the preliminary work of the 
project was made possible. Now 
an art project is to be created that 
deals with the soul of the city of 
Munich.
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lntrinsically, the residents that po-
pulate a city come to mind.  
„A city‘s soul is a conglomeration 
of mind, will and emotions“, states 
Natascha Küderli. 

Human beings create spaces, er-
ect buildings and build cities. They 
dwell in this cultivated environ-
ment and impact these sites with 
positive or negative experiences. 
A city‘s physique and soul evolve 
and morph like a living organism. 

To recognise the soul of a city, it 
is crucial to consider past and 
present manifestations. A town‘s 
historical tales, the layers of time 
that make up its chronicles - what 
occurred to residents - as well as 
the current state of metropolitan 
cohabitation . 

The soul of a city becomes appa-
rent in obvious footprints perceived 
in public spaces. For example, 
bullet hole scarred facades, ruins 
of buildings, statues, monuments, 
town squares and memorial sites. 

What is  
the Soul  
of a City? 
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A vivid exemplification in Munich 
is the Geschwister-Scholl-Platz. 
The common square, that bore 
witness to the Scholl siblings 
distributing pamphlets back in 
the day, commemorates intense 
suffering and heroism in equal 
parts. 
Naturally, there are also places, 
where it is not self-evident, what 
happened to or what humans 
went through there. Sometimes 
we find ourselves in spaces or 
districts, intuitively moved by 
the prevalent atmosphere - may 
they have uplifting or depressing 
qualities.

A town - exactly like a human 
being - is made up of contra-
dictions. Strengths meet weak-
nesses, a city can grant refuge 
and segregate, provide for and 
abandon, fascinate and depress, 
calm and burden. lts soul is ref-
lected in the realms of architec-
ture, art and culture, politics and 
economics, as well as in social 
and religious structures.



What is  
Munich‘s 
true personality? 
Would it be possible to grasp, 
describe and depict the condi-
tion of the soul of a city? How do 
past experiences influence the 
present moment? Do the expe-
riences of a city‘s population 
reverberate in the current soul 
of a city? Which of its traits are 
projected onto the present day?
 
The new art project by Natascha 
Küderli deals with the Soul of 
Munich, observing the city, as if 
it were a human being, attemp-
ting to become intimate with the 
city‘s depth and vastness.
 
The project focusses on the will, 
mind and emotions of the town. 
Residents from diverse parts 
of society each represent their 
own facet of Munich. The artist 
unearths history, observes the 
present day and wishes to crea-
te room for discovery for future 
eras in doing so. 





Why 
Munich? 

Küderli‘s affinity for the soul 
of Munich stems from a deep 
affection the artist has for her 
city. Attempting to describe 
Munich as a human being, 
spontaneously adjectives like 
pretty, safe, clean, intellectual, 
self-confident, reliable, affluent 
and stable come to mind. A uni-
versity town, home to the largest 
people‘s fair of the world, a 
tourist magnet, one of the most 
economically thriving cities of 
Germany offering the highest 
living standards. 
Munich is equipped with a 
network of culture, a relatively 
efficient public transportation 
system and calls one of the 

largest green city lungs on the 
planet, the English Garten, its 
own. 
Munich has faced many challen-
ges as well. During the industrial 
revolution, there was atrocious 
housing shortage in the city. 
Between 1885 and 1905 the 
population doubled to over half 
a million inhabitants. 1904 a 
quarter of all Munich residents 
shared so called „Teilwohnun-
gen“, several families crammed 
together under one roof. Entire 
families forced to share one bed 
additionally had to rent  
out sleeping quarters to pur-
ported „Schlafgänger“(overnight 
lodgers)1 .

 In the 20. century, Munich‘s 
streets were haunted by war, 
fear and panic, that left their 
marks, the population was crip-
pled by hunger and poverty du-
ring the economic crises. World 
War II destroyed vast parts of 
Munich. 1972 the terror attacks 
overshadowed the Olympic 
Games. 2015 a wave of immig-
rants spilt over the border and 
found refuge in Munich.

1Linda Benedikt, Viktualienmarkt Zeitung, lssue 01, 12/2017, p.4
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To capture the soul of the city vi-
sually, Natascha Küderli will start 
by contemplating Munich‘s past. 
Hand in hand with city guides 
and historians, the artist will mull 
over the history of the town on 
site, to find out exactly where 
and what happened and how 
these occurrences reflect back 
on our time and date today. 

In a second step, Natascha Kü-
derli will select residents dwel-
ling in the city today, that she 
can lend an ear. Protagonists 
with diverse social backgrounds 
will be taped, as they are giving 
live interviews offering their take 
on the city. 

Three representatives from the 
areas of education and develop-
ment, art and culture, media 
technology, sports and leisure, 
social studies and health, eco-
nomy and finances, government 
and state, faith and spirituality 
will answer questions posed 
to them. All conversational 
partners will receive the same 
questions. 

How will the 
project be 
realized? 



Thematically they will address 
the city as a personality with 
soul, that will be debating with 
the protagonists in question. The 
questionnaire will evoke a dialo-
gue between city and residents. 
They both get to listen to and 
reflect each other. 

In a third step, the protagonists 
in unison with the artist. will 
make their way to discover, how 
Munich is doing, where the town 
sees its strengths and weaknes-
ses. How Munich can support 
itself and how on the other hand 
the city can open up to recei-
ving help, to evolve in a positive 
direction. 

The outcome of the interaction 
will be presented as film- and 
photo collages assembled from 
amongst the interviews with the 
human protagonists and the 
urban locations and spaces.

The art project „Munich - Soul of 
a City“, will be displayed in an 
exhibition, together with prin-
ted excerpts from the gathered 
interview material. Accompany-
ing the exhibit will be a catalo-
gue, as well as a documentary 
feature about the project.





www.soul-of-a-city.com – pw muenchen


